From the Medical Clinic of Prof. T. Kurokawa The majority of the subjects in this series were selected from in patients and a smaller number of them from out-patients of this clinic with confirmed or suspected gastric cancer. A small number of patients with gastric ulcer and gastritis were studied as controls. For collection techniques of cytological diagnosis, the gastric abrasive balloon was most frequently employed, but on very few occasions, gastric lavage with physiological saline or Ringer's solution was employed.
For curtailing the time required for collecting cells and for facilitating the exfoliation of cells from foci giving a suspicion of malignancy, x-ray findings were for reference in cytological diagnosis, but for judgment of the findings, the cytological and roentgenographical findings were ex amined independently and separately. Radiological and cytological diagnoses are almost equally reliable in reporting malignant disease of the stomach in this series. The overlapping, combined accuracy of these two methods, however, appreciably increases the accuracy of this diagnosis in the doubtful or indeterminate group of pathologic conditions in the stomach. Cytological study should therefore be used in conjunction with and not in competition with radiological study of these difficult cases. Although disclosure of tumor cells is almost always confirmatory of gastric malignancy and absence of tumor cells suggests a benign lesions, failure to identify tumor cells does not rule out malignancy. Besides, cytological examination does not furnish data for diagnosing gastric ulcer, gastric polyp, gastritis and other benign gastric lesions. In addition, gastric cytologic analysis is powerless in giving informations on the loca tion, the extent or size of neoplasms or the indication of surgical operation. These informations must be sought by radiological examination which also gives a clew to more appropriate application of cytological examination.
In summary, the adjunctive or complementary rather than competitive approch in the application of cytology and radiography is emphasized.
